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THURSDAY, Fuly 4, 1754. 





— — — — Qui modo feurra, 
Aut fi quid hdc re tritizs videbatur, 
Idem inficeto eft inficetior rure. CaTULL. 


Have lately received feveral letters from 
my coufin VILLAGE concerning the Enter- 
tainments of the Country. He tells me 
that they have concerts every evening in 
that part of the month in which the Alma- 
nack promifes it will be moon-light: in one little town in 
particular, all the polite company of the place affemble 
every Sunday evening (after church) at the Three Compa/ffes, 
which is kept by the Clerk, to regale themfelves with 
cakes and fine homebrewed in an arbour at the end of his 
cabbage-garden ; to which they have given the genteel de- 
nomination of Lrttle Ranelagh, 1 fhall this day prefent my 
Zz reader 



















134 The CONNOISSEUR. No. 23: 


reader with his laft letter, and only take notice of the grand 
difference between the Summer Amufements in Town and 
Country. In London, while we are almoft {mothered in 
fmoke and duft, Gardens are opened every evening to 
refrefh us with the pure air of the country; while thofe, 
who have the fineft walks and moft beautiful profpedts 
eternally before them, fhut themfelves up in Theatres and 
Ball-rooms, ‘ lock fair daylight out, and make themfelves 
** an artificial London.” 


To Mr. TOWN. 


—— Sune 28, 1 
Dear Cousin! mala zr 

HEREvER the Town goes, thofe who live by the 

Town. naturally follow: the facetious and enter- 
taining gentry, who during the winter amufed the world 
within the bills of mortality, are now difperfed into differ- 
ent parts of the country. We have had moft of them 
here already. The Colffus, the Dwarf, the Female Sam- 
Jon, made fome ftay with us. We went for a week toge- 
ther to fee Mr. Powell eat red hot tobacco pipes, and {wallow 
fire and brimftone : the Hermaphrodite was obliged to leave 
the town on a fcandalous report, that a lady ufed fre- 
quently to vifit him in private. Mr. Church for fome time 
charmed us with concertos and fonatas on the Jew’s-Harp; 
and at our laft ball we footed it to our ufual melody of the 
Tabor and Pipe, accompanied with the Cymbal and 
Wooden Spoons. 


I wILL not tire you with a particular detail of all our 
Entertainments, but confine myfelf at prefent to thofe of 


the Stage. About the middle of laft month, there came 
among 
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among us one of thofe gentlemen, who are famous for the 
cure of every diftemper, and efpecially thofe pronounced 
incurable by the Faculty. The vulgar call him a Mounte- 
bank ;— and when I confidered his impaflioned {peeches, 
and the extempore ftage from which he uttered them, } 
was apt to compare them to The/pes and his Cart. Again, 
when I beheld the Doctor dealing out his drugs, and at 
the fame time faw his Merry Andrew play over his tricks 
it put me in mind of a Tragi-Comedy, where the pathetig 
and the ludicrous are fo intimately connected, and the 
whole piece is fo merry and fo fad, that the audience is af 
a lofs whether they fhall laugh or cry. 
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Arter the Doétor had been here fome time, there came 
down two or three emiffaries from a Strolling Company, in 
order (according ta the Player’s phrafe) to take the Town ; 
but the Mayor being a ftrit Prefbyterian, abfolutely refu- 
fed to licence their exhibitions. The Players you muft 
know finding this a good town, had taken a leafe laft Sum- 
mer of an old Synagogue deferted by the ‘fews, and were 
therefore much alarmed at this difappointment : but when 
they were in the utmoft defpair, the ladies of the place 
joined in a petition to Mrs. Mayorefs, who prevailed on 
her hufband to wink at their performances. The Company 
immediately opened their Synagogue - Theatre with the 
Merchant of Venice; and finding the Dottor’s Zany a droll 
fellow, they decoyed him into their fervice; and he has 
fince performed the part of the Mock Doéfor with univerfal 
applaufe. Upon his revolt the Doctor himfelf found it 
abfolutely neceflary to enter of the Company, and having a 
talent for Tragedy has performed with. great fuccefs the 
Apothecary in Romeo and ‘fultet. 


Tue 
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Tue Performers at our Ruftic Theatre are far beyond 
thofe paltry Strollers, who run about the country, and 
exhibit in a barn or a cowhoufe : for (as their bills declare) 
they are a Company of Comedians from the Theatres 
Royal; and I affure you, they are as much applauded by our 
country critics, as any of your capital actors. ‘The thops of 
our tradefmen have been almoft deferted, and a croud of 
weavers and hardware-men have elbowed each other two 
hours before the opening of the doors, when the bills have 
informed us in enormous red letters that the part of George 





Barnwell was to be performed by Mr. , at the parti- 
cular defire of feveral ladies of diftinction. It is true in- 
deed that our principal actors have moft of them had their 
education in Covent Garden or Drury Lane; but they have 
been employed in the bufinefs of the Drama in a degree 
but juft above a Scene-fhifter. An heroine, to whom 
your managers in town (in envy to her rifing merit) fcarce 
allotted the humble part of a Confidante, now blubbers out 
Andromache or Belvidera: the attendants on a monarch now 
ftrut monarchs themfelves, mutes find their voices, and 
meflage-bearers rife into heroes. The humour of our beft 
Commedian confifts in fhrugs and grimaces ; he jokes in 
a wry mouth, and repartees in a grin: in fhort he practifes 
on Congreve and Vanbrugh all thofe diftortions, which gained 
him fo much applaufe from the galleries in the drubs which 
he was condemned to undergo in Pantomimes. I was 
vaftly diverted at feeing a fellow in the character of Sir 
Harry Wildair, whofe chief action was a, continual preffing 
together of the thumb and fore-finger, which, had he 
lifted them to his nofe, I fhould have thought he defigned 
as an imitation of taking fnuff: but I could eafily account 
for the caufe of this fingular gefture, when I difcovered 
that 
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that Sir Harry was no lefs a perfon than the dextrous Mr; 
Chppit the Candle-fnuffer. 


You would laugh to fee how ftrangely the parts of a 
play are caft. They played Cato; and their Marcia was 
fuch an old woman, that when Yuba came on with his— 
** Hail! charming maid!’”——the fellow could not help 
laughing. Another night I was furprized to hear an eager 
lover talk of rufhing into his miftrefs’s arms, rioting on the 
neCtar of her lips, and defiring (in the tragedy rapture) to 
hug her thus and thus for ever; though he always took 
care to ftand at a moft ceremonious diftance. But I was 
afterwards very much diverted at the caufe of this extra- 
ordjnary refpect, when I was told that the lady laboured 
under the misfortune of an ulcer: her leg, which occa- 
fioned fuch a difagreable ftench that the performers were 
obliged to keep her at arm’s length. The entertainment 
was Lethe: and the part of the Frenchman was performed 
by a South-Briton, who, as he could not pronounce a word 
of the French language, fupplied its place by gabbling in 
his native Welch. 


Tue Decorations, or (in the Theatrical dialect) the Pro- 
perty of our Company is as extraordinary as the Performers. 
Othello raves about a checked handkerchief, the Ghoft in 
Hamlet ftalks in a poftilion’s leather jacket for a coat of 
mail, and Cupid enters with a fiddle-cafe flung over his 
fhoulders for a quiver. The apothecary of the town is free 
of the houfe for lending them a peftle and mortar to ferve 
as the bell in Venice Preferved; and a barber-furgeon has 
the fame privilege for furnifhing them bafons of blood to 
befmear the daggers in Macbeth. Macbeth himfelf carries 
a rolling-pin in his hand for a truncheon, and as the 


Aaa breaking 
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breaking of glaffes would be very expenfive, he dafhes 


down a pewter pint pot at the fight of Bangquo’s ghoft. 














A Fray happened here the other night, which was no 
{mall diverfion to the company. It feems there had been 
a great conteft between two of thefe mimic heroes, which 
was the fitteft to play Richard the Third. One of them was 
reckoned to have the better perfon, as he was very round 


fhoulder’d, and one of his legs was fhorter than the other ; 
but his antagonift carried the part, becaufe he ftarted beft 





in the Tent-Scene. However, when the curtain drew up, 
they both rufhed in upon the fcene at once, and bawling 
out together “‘ Now are our brows bound with victo- 
*« rious wreaths,’ they both went through the whole 
fpeech without ftopping. 


T 
I am, Dear Coufin, Yours, &c. | 
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